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A Slight Case of the Dog Days 


With the exception of. Wright Morris and Evelyn Waugh, the authors reviewed in this 
issue give this impression. And even the Morris and the Waugh are slight:- LOVE 
AMONG THE CANNIBALS (Harcourt, Brace) is an offbeat book for this year's National 
Book Award winner; THE ORDEAL OF GILBERT PINFOLD (Little, Brown) is not Weugh at 
his peak. Neither. ranks as a Must Book. Lesie Turner White's historical adventure 
1S a@ good time passer- MONSIEUR YANKEE (Morrow). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS, FICTION 
July 17 


Orme, Alexandra Simon & Schuster 
NATALIE $3.95 


This is the fictional counterpart of an earlier non-fiction title- By the 
Waters of the Danube - as, through imaginary characters (probably drawn from her 
own bitter experience) Alexandra Orme tells of the life on the ragged edge endured 
by the Polish refugees in war-threatened Budapest. Natalie is fourteen, already 
accustomed to lying, cheating, stealing and cadging for survival. Her mother, a 
worn drab, her grandmother, a princess on whose meagre stipend they stave off 
starvation, and Natalie live in one room in a down-at-heels hotel. Natalie hates 
the world - and most of her world dislikes her in return. She sneaks in where she 
is not wanted; she begs food and steals oddments; she listens at keyholes and lies 
herself out of trouble; she is merciless in making trouble for others, spying, 
tattling, and making up almost credible lies to make herself important....As a 
portrait of a once proud people clutching at shreds of the past - and of youth des- 
troyed by the false lives they lead, this is an unforgettable vignette. But it 
makes almost unrelievedly grim reading. Even Natalie's one soft spot, her friend- 
ship with tragic small Nicolas, does little to lighten the shadows...QOne ventures 
to hope that Alexandra Orme will turn her gifts to other areas where there will 
not be that sense of a many times told scene from a bitter past. (LC 257-7937) 


July 18 


Heymann, Lucie Simon & Schuster 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY $3.50 


The generic French roman d'analyse takes to the couch to probe the emotion- 
al confusion in which Mme. Marie Morel, an analyst, a wife, and the mother of two 
finds herself. Withdrawn by nature, she finds herself ill-equipped to face the fact 
that Jean, her husband, is involved in an affair with another Marie who offers a 
sensual, sophisticated attraction she has never given him. She attempts- and fails- 
to participate in his world at this level; she has the protective interest of an old 
friend, Claude; but it is not until she falls in love with a patient- Mazurel- a 
well known writer and an exceedingly charming man, that she finds the emotional 
release and redirection of her life.... In diary form, this physician exposes and 
heals herself, and it is an extravagant rather than reticent display of emotion. 
Translated by Waldemar Hansen. (LC:57-10978) 
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July 25 


Allen, Dexter Coward -McCann 
VALLEY OF THE EAGLES $3.95 


The third of a trilogy (Jaguar and The Golden Stag, 1954, and Coil of the 
Serpent, 1955) this follows the story Nezahual, Aztec Lord of Tezcuco, to its end at the 
time of the coming of the Spaniards to Mexico. The lake cities of the valley of Mexico, 
the demanding, jealous gods and the warnings and portents they evidence to their priests, 
background the progress of the three sons, Cacama, Temozin and Ixtlil, of the retired 
Nezahual, underscore the destiny of Tizoc, the priest who has feared Ixtlil, and write 
the collapse of the Empire. Ixtlil's brooding ferocity and rigid assumption of his pre- 
rogatives, his band of youthful desperadoes and his self willed acts; Temozin's gentle 
development and ill fated romance with his father's last consort, the princess Nicte; the 
disruption among the nobles; Ixtlil's murder of Tizoc and his persecution of Temozin - 
these make up a story, gory in its rites and practices, violent in its events and over- 
shadowed by its doom. A full panoply of historical interpretation rounds out this sequence. 


(LC:57-7053) 


Jue yiS 
Judy-26 
Erskine, Dorothy & 
Dennis, Patrick Putnam 
THE PINK HOTEL $3.50 


If this is a microcosm of a luxury resort hotel in Florida, give me /mperial 
Palace and Grand Hotel instead. For a shoddy piece of fustian this one turns out to be, 


with scarcely a moment of relief from tedium. Even the hotel is never convincingly plush; 
it seems to be simply a Hollywood front, with pretence and shabbiness, sordidness and per- 
version, eccentricity and dullness behind the scenes. Room by room, with excursions into 
the offices, the reception desk, the elevators, the bar, for variety, the reader is intro- 
duced to the pathetic- and almost never amusing- characters grabbing at the shreds of life 





for entertainment. There's drama and melodrama, there's tragedy - with indifference, there's 


distortion of romance, and there's very little honest emotion or honest laughter. And the 
style, supposedly keyed to the changing personnel, irks rather than reveals. I should 
think it would take more than Auntie Mame to rescue this. (LC:57-8226) (Q) 


July 29 
Croy, Homer 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE LADY FROM COLORADO $3.75 


Based on an actual character- and available records, this is the story of 
Katie Lawder who came to Pronghorn, Colorado, as a washerwoman, ended as Lady Moon, and 
while she acquired a certain decorum and dignity along with the title and her years- she 
never lost her warm and democratic instinct. A pretty girl of considerable courage, she 
was the first to size and show up a local bad man, Kondorf, later insured the affection 

of Cecil Ernest Moon- one of a number of British toffs learning to be a cowboy- when she 
saved him from a hanging at the hands of Kondorf. With her marriage to Cecil they re- 
turned to England, to face the disapproval of his mother when she was found shooting dice 
with the butler Blunt, later to earn her respect when she secured an audience- through 

her own efforts alone- with Queen Victoria. Returning to Colorado, with Blunt, and again 
adding the Indian Sarah Chicken to her household, Katie began to entertain in style- 
finally achieving her fullest social ambition in Denver.... Homer Croy, no more polished 
than his subject, offers an admiring account of her- and a goodnatured sort of entertainment 
of strongest regional value. (LC:57-11050) 
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August 1 


Block, Libbie Doubleday 
THE HILLS OF BEVERLY $3.95 


If this is intended for a satire on the routine novel of Hollywood with 
its shabby situations and personalities, the intention is wholly submerged in the 
artificiality of the technique. Jane Austin in Beverly Hills - faugh: Possibly 
recognition of identities might rescue this from oblivion for those in the know. 
That lets this reader out, for I confess to complete indifference over the marital 
infelicities of David and Sophie Staver. Sophie has been heralded as saintly and 
beautiful and inevitably jealous tongues begin to wag when Dame Rumor affords them 
a tidbit. Sophie- along with other ladies of her circle, among Hollywood's exec- 
cutive greats, has fallen for the charm of the elusive James Darcy. What they 
don't know is that Sophie has maintained her armor intact. Where she makes her mis- 
take is in telling her worshipful husband ALL - that she was enchanted, but is so 
no more, and that he has her love. But, being human, he is a doubter- and the mar- 
riage is headed for the rocks. So much for the central plot, which of course ends 
in sweetness and light. For the rest of the 600 odd pages, we have the bickerings 
on the inside of the studios, the false standards, the double dealings; and on the 
periphery, the trouble-making of the women. Gossip is their favorite food and the 
price paid is high. There is no doubt plenty of substance for a novel in this, but 
why try so hard for a trick dressing out of shoddy? Libbie Block betrays her own 
talent. (LC:57-5780) wi 


Gordon, Richard Doubleday 
DOCTOR IN LOVE $300 0 


More of that favorite medical man who has been /n the House, At Sea, and 
At Large, this offers a new series of inconsequential episodes probably as cheerful 
and cheeky as any in this series. (Note - new publisher.) Confined- with an un- 
diagnosed fever- to the ward in St. Swithin's, he falls seriously in love for the 
first time- with a night nurse who disappears surreptitiously. Released- into 
general practice- he endures the ruinous innovations of his friend Grimsdyke- as well 
as several occupational risks, a bored wife, a too fond mother with a marriageable 
daughter. But the arrival of a new substitute locum, Dr. Barrington- who turns out 
to be a pretty girl as well- brings the professional collaboration to a personal and 
permanent conclusion.... A happiness pill- for the market you can easily diagnose by 


now. (LC:57-9509 ) 


Steward, Davenport Dutton 
CARIBBEAN CAVALIER ; $3.75 


A one-man army is Keith Hampton whose self-imposed mission is to find his 
brother in the colony of Georgia in the New World after 7 years as a mercenary in 
the East India Company's military force in Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. There is 
escape from the Spaniards en route to Kingston; there is Gail Harper, engaged to an- 
other, who captures his heart; there is the vicious enmity of de Olid, won while he 
is a prisoner in Havana's Morro-Castle; there is escape, with the merchant Thornton, 
to an English privateer - and Thornton's daughter, Lacey, when they reach the colony. 
The pursuit of the Spanish and Governor Oglethorpe's determination to drive them 
from the land wanted by England sends him back to Trinidad and Gail - who is now 
married, returns him to marry Lacey and once again to join Oglethorpe to fight for 
the debatable ground of Florida.....and to settle his score with de Olid, to see his 
new country assured. Nimble history haunting. (LC:57-8954) 
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August 5 


Clark, Billy C. Crowell 
SONG OF THE RIVER $2.95 @ 


A short story- perhaps a little more- is inescapably reminiscent of another Old 
Men and the Sea and tells of John who has lived his life on a shantyboat on a Kentucky 
river, hoping to catch the giant catfish Scrapiron Jack. A figure of fun to the natives, 
John is even more isolated after the drowning of one of the youngsters who hung around 
him. While he is alone with his river and his dream, another boy- Allen- catches his 
heart, watches him as he sets a new trotline and empties his traps. A night of storm 
brings Allen's disappearance- just as he lands Scrapiron Jack. Again blamed for the mis- 
sing boy, he is reprieved when Allen turns up, and goes back to the shantyboat to return 
Scrapiron Jack to the river.... None of the majesty here of the Hemingway story, but 
there's a pleasant sentiment. Illustrations by Ezra Jack Keats may help to make this a 
suitable, seasonal gift. (LC:57-9241) 


August 6 


Smith, Evelyn Dutton 
THE LOVELY DAY $3.50 


A Yorkshire village turns itself topsy turvy for the anual choir picnic and 
outing and musicale in a neighboring town - and the reader penetrates rather deeply into 
the village, heart and soul. The story revolves around Rose, who hopes the day will bring 
a@ proposal from Bob - and Rose's small brother, Les, who is counting on the puppy promised 
him by a farmer's wife a year before. But the emotional patterns of many other lives go 
through changes- many of them unexpected- before the day's end. A drifting, rudderless 
youth, a war casualty, has something to do with the upheavals, but in the end serves as a 
generous deus ex machina. Viewed as a closeup of the kaleidescopic effects behind a quiet 
community where nothing ever happens, this has the qualities of warmth and sympathy one @ 
expects from Evelyn Smith. The diffuseness however spreads thin the emotions and one feels 
@ sense of once over lightly as the book closes. (LC :57-10539) 


August 7 


Flavin, Martin Harper 
CAMERON HILL $3.50 


"The History of a Crime" concerns itself with the motivation behind a seemingly 
unmotivated act- the murder of a third rate prostitute- and Cameron Bradley, 39, insecure 
and ineffectual, fills in his personal dossier. Well born and too well protected by a 
possessive, disapproving mother- a first, young marriage to Ginny did not break this lien 
and as Cameron attempted to study medicine- but failed in his second year, the marriage 
also failed as Ginny drifted, drank and ultimately left him. A second marriage to the 
indifferent Helen was held together only by convention and a child until Cameron hoped that 
Helen would share with him in his attempt to take up medicine again; a brief affair with 
a dancer, Emmy, lasted a few months only- brought him to the act of violence provoked by 
the long years of futility and failure... A precise if prosaic record, this still doesn't 
manage to make a positive drama out of a negative character, and Cameron, a listless figure, 
is unlikely to stir your interest or your sympathy. (LC:57-8204) (Q) 


Hanley, Gerald Harper 
WITHOUT LOVE $3.50 


A sombre, savage novel of the derelict suvivors of an anonymous anarchist orga- 
nization who now, in Barcelona, Spain, carry on their dog-eat-dog reprisals. It is a 
furtive, fugitive life, and Mike Brennan, on the assignment which he senses will be his 
last, knows not only the bitterness of the defeat of the postwar world but also the personal 
default of his Catholic faith. Tempted by the desire to begin again, to find a little peace © 
with Lola- the whore who offers him a gentle forgetfulness, he must carry out the orders 
of his superior- Kowalski- to kill an international agitator. He fulfills his mission- only 
to learn that Kowalski is the wanted man who in turn will kill him, but it is Lola, in a 
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moment of querulous hatred- and love- who catapults him to his death.... Not to be 
favorably compared with his earlier novels, the sere Drinkers of Darkness, The 
Year of the Lion, ete., this new book is marked by its dark passion and penitence 
and its characters are flayed by a sense of personal isolation and spiritual repu- 
diation. In the change of scene and style, an equal conviction is not sustained. 


(LC:57-8207) (Q) 
August 8 


Morris, Wright Harcourt, Brace 
LOVE AMONG THE CANNIBALS $3.50 


Wright Morris' new novel is a complete change for this year's National 
Book Award winner. It is short, sexy, straight-forward and easy to read; his 
admirers however may find it a disappointment. The narrator, Earl Horter, is a 
lyric writer of juke box songs. He is 41, and he and his partner, Mac (the "poor 
man's Rodgers and Hart") are in Hollywood to work on a musical. They each pick up 
@ girl- Mac's is a Memphis belle and Earl's is a Greek goddess- and the four take 
a trip to Acapulco where the primitive atmosphere reveals the true nature of each. 
The book is in part a take-off of Hollywood and modern life in general, and seems 
also to be a parody of "serious" novels on the movie capital. Morris does some 
pretty good work on cliches and there are moments clearly and freshly seen, but the 
main theme is too shallow and easy for as subtle a writer as Morris..... It is still 
a better than average book- a likelier candidate for popular sales now, reprints 
later. (LC:57-10060) (Q) 


August 9 


Rigsby, Howard Crowell 
THE AVENGER $3-50 


After 20 years of prosperous oil undertakings, Clayton Sabin returns to 
Damascus, Va., the scene of family disgrace. In the highly stratified southern com- 
munity the Sabins found themselves always on the periphery of the High Street aris- 
tocracy. The father had died in jail as a consequence of a looting frame-up bringing 
shame to the family and causing Clayton to run away. Now to exonerate his father he 
traces the unexplained events and people connected with the conviction. In his mind 
the injustice is linked with the tight circle of wealth personified by Paul de 
Lancier. Clayton's business ventures in Damascus are fired not by pecunious motives, 
but by his desire to hurt and expose de Lancier and all he stands for. Even the pas- 
sionate affair with Val de Lancier springs from a utilitarian intention. As he pe- 
netrates into the de Lancier arena, the detective level of the novel progresses and 
Clayton gradually uncovers clues pointing to the innocence of his father. When the 
final proof is released, through the death of an inveterate madam and controller of 
an area of gambling, prostitution, Clayton is able to come to terms with himself and 
to see his animosity for High Street in persective. He comes to Val with a healthy 
outlook and resettles his attitudes to Damascus, as it has now modified its attitudes 
to him. Well-plotted and progressively engaging. (LC:57-9243) 


Chute, B. J. Dutton 
THE BLUE CUP and Other Stories $3.50 


Most of these stories have appeared in popular magazines; most of them 
would be labeled "for women". But the revealing thing about the collection is that 
the stories re-read in many instances better than they read the first time, and are 
definitely not to be pigeonholed for women. There's the skillful craftmanship de- 
manded of good magazine fiction; but there is more - there is a sound concept, 4 
challenging idea, a basic emotional quality in almost every story. Several Christmas 
stories deal with children, and while they have the prescribed ingredients, each 
story has an almost O Henry twist to the climax. Birthday Gift, The Jukebox and 
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the Kallikaks and The Outcasts approach social problems from fresh angles, with telling 
results. There's poignancy and humorous understanding in the stories dealing with “the 
older ones". All in all, a collection that will fill many a demand for worthwhile reading 
without the use of shock techniques, sordid realism, etc. Here - for instance- is an 
excellent choice for a convalescent, and anyone whose concentration span is short- and 
mind unimpaired. (LC:57-8955) 


August 12 


Sullivan, Walter ) Holt 
SOJOURN OF A STRANGER * $3.95 


A deliberate pace, rather than overplayed emotionalism, marks the story of 
Allen Hendrick, son of a white father who was an idealist and a quadroon mother whose 
ambition was to have her boy completely accepted as white. Allen's grandfather recog- 
nizes him.- but not his mother - when they return from western Tennessee, and goes further 
in making him his heir so that Allen, assured and expectant, learns to hate when Captain 
Rutledge, an old friend of his grandfather, does not permit him to court his daughter, 
Kate. But Kate loves Allen, hopes her aged parent will change his mind but is unwill- 
ing to risk any daring, decisive move. The death of Allen's father, his mother's self- 
exile and the outbreak of the war between the states enlists Allen for the Confederacy, 
confronts him with Kate's brother's scorn and carries him through his time of hate until 
he returns to his land and a recognition of old guilts and agonies which time must heal 
before he and Kate can make their life together. The mounting of vengeance and its des- 
tructive qualities, the parallel line of the war and Allen's deepening pride underscore 
the drama of public rejection and stigma in an entrenched South, in sober narration. 


(LC :57-10426 ) 





Waugh, Evelyn Little, Brown 


THE ORDEAL OF GILBERT PINFOLD $3.75 


The bizarre experiences which overtake and almost overcome Gilbert Pinfold, a 
successful British novelist of fifty years, form a slight novel- which is also something 

of a literary vagary for Evelyn Waugh. Pinfold, a man of means but diffident interests, 
leads a life of well-guarded privacy in Lychpole, England, and only boredom along with a 
certain stiffness of the joints marks his advancing years. His growing need for "stimu- 
lated geniality" (liquor) by day and unconsciousness (sleeping-draughts) by night has its 
injurious effects; his memory becomes as spotty as his skin and more and more unfit, he de- 
cides on a restorative trip to India. On the boat, he deteriorates rapidly and is the 
victim of all kinds of tormenting phantasmagoria. He overhears calumniating conversations 
on deck and in the dining room, and the voices pursue him to his cabin where he has 
constant hallucinatory experiences which drive him toward self-destruction. Finally, de- 
barking sooner than he had planned, he returns to England to regain his health, his sanity 
and his identity.... A rather macabre fancy, curiosity- along with the expected cleverness 
of phrase- combine to make a small diversion of delusion; it is not, however, Waugh at 

his strongest- or his best. (LC:57-9369) 

August 13 v 
Reichley, James Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BURYING OF KINGSMITH / $4.50 


In over half a dozen parallel trackings - to the past and in the present - the 
political, social and family lives of Fort William are peeled away with the public cere- 
monies for Nathaniel Kingsmith, dead in the war and returned as a hero. This acclaim, and 
that as a reform mayor, suffer through the memories of his half-brother, his step-father; th 
man to whom he had promised the office, the other man who becomes the candidate; his widow, 
the two women who loved - and lost - him; and others whose lives had touched his from 
childhood on. This incorporate panel, with its constant shift of focus, fills in private 
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lives and hidden memories, hate and pity, civic corruption and personal hypocrisy, 
intimate awareness and assumed knowledge; it reveals not only the dead man's faults 
and strengths but those of his detractors and his champions; it graphs fears and 
scorn, escape and punishment; and, in juxtaposing the dead against the living, 
emphasizes the guilt feelings of all, the cleavage of sex, birth and privilege. 
Documentary in approach, psycho-philosophical in treatment, this revolves rather 
than resolves. (LC:57-8236) 


August 14 


~~ 


Packer, Joy | Lippincott 
THE MOON BY NIGHT $3.95 


A less incisive story than Valley of the Vines (1956) again uses a South 
African setting but tracks its way into the jungle with its strange and savage 
forces. So that this bushveld life, its animals, natives and spirits, lends a 
commanding presence- more than that of any of the characters engaged in the narrative 
itself. These are Alice Lang, a nurse who has come from England- following the 
death of her mother- to marry a Game Warden, Andrew, with whom she has had a paper 
romance- by letter; and Rusty, Andrew's brother, who ‘escorts her through the jungle 
to meet Andrew. The three day journey is a frightening one, a native is trampled to 
death by an elephant, another mutilated by "spirits";-- and an enlightening one too 
as Alice discovers that she has fallen in love with Rusty. She reaches the end of 
it to find also that Andrew has been injured- and that she herself is suspect in her 
mother's death. It is Rusty who stands by her and Andrew gracefully releases her to 
his — All in all, it is enjoyable entertainment at a popular level. (LC: 
57-10867 ) 


White, Leslie Turner Morrow 
MONSIEUR YANKEE - $3.95 


A roistering tale of derring-do, set in the days of the French Revolution, 
when espionage and counter espionage, party against party, kept the tumultuous course 
of revolution continually explosive. Will Tayloe, a young American doctor, was caught 
up in adventure beyond his expectations, all because he sought the whereabouts of his 
friend, Andre. Andre was wanted, too, by important forces in Paris- by the mysterious 
British spy, to whom Will gave hostage, all unwitting he was other than the impove- 
rished skeleton-like Oliver Slade - by the tiny intrepid band of aristocrats, seeking 
a@ way back- by the lovely Nino, whose role Will found hard to determine. It makes 
for exciting action-adventure, as Will's involvement brings him into the vortex of 
the struggle for power. A better sustained, more vitally integrated historical yarn 
than its predecessors. The second on Morrow's list. (LC:57-9452) 


August 32° )° 
Nesbitt, Arthur : Scribner 
SAY YOU NEVER SAW ME “9 9594 


The life of a salesman, this keeps travelling- travelling- with a group of 
men from a small New York outfit through the anonymity of strange cities, of hotel 
rooms and bars. And along with the lonely nights- although they are not spent alone- 
there is the insecurity of a job which is transient. too. Old Tommy Harrington, who 
had been with the firm for over twenty years, is ruthlessly let out at a convention 
banquet; Ed Fleet, his successor and an up and comer, is assigned to trail Harrington 
whose customer calls continue, worry and baffle Simms- who owns the firm; Goodwin, 
the sales manager, who tries to work up a squeeze play when he hears that Simms is 
ready to chuck the business for a chick in Florida; ‘etc., etc..... And so, in the 
look of the crumpled business suit, the smell of hair lotion, the cheap release of 
whiskey and women, this makes its bleak but effective identification- perhaps at the 
expense of sympathy and sensibility. (LC:57-8933) (Q) 
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August 7? 


Greene, Graham Viking @ 
LOSER TAKES ALL $.95 (Compass ) 


Based on a shooting script (as was The Fallen Idol a few years ago) this is 
one of the works Greene has tagged as "entertainments". And as he also refers to it as 
a "frivolity" and has not expanded it to much more than a long short story- it is one 
of the lightest and slightest of these. This is not however to minimize its expertise- 
howevér trivial the object of its application. The story concerns Bartram, an accountant 
for the powerful and unreliable and enigmatic Dreuther who persuades him to get married 
in Monte Carlo- rather than Bournemouth- where Dreuther will pick up the honeymoon couple 
on his yacht. Forgotten by Dreuther, and fundless, Bartram works up a system to beat 
the bank- and in so doing- devoting all his time to the tables- loses his grip on his 
bride. Finally as Dreuther appears and acts in an advisory capacity, Bartram throws away 
his millions to regain his wife..... A pleasant diversion- and at this price- anybody 
can play. (LC:57-9494) 


EENIE MEENIE MINIE MO 


June 28 









Gallun, Raymond Z. Simon & Schuster 


PEOPLE MINUS X $3.00 





».-eare the androids whose numbers grow fantastically when they are made from 
vitaplasm to replace all the humans killed in the great Moonblast catastrophe. Ed Dukas ©} 
joins his uncle on Mars, consents to become a mote-sized being like his uncle to combat 
the destructive human-android war and returning to Earth proves powerful although small. 
SF here is fantastic fiction. (LC:57-9925) 





August 7 
















Fenwick, Elizabeth Harper 


POOR HARRIET $2.95 





Marianne, protective of Tom Bryce for whome she works, secretly undertakes to 
exchange a diamond bracelet for cash for his worthless wife, Irma, but in making the 
contact- is relieved of the bracelet by “poor Harriet" who while half crazed is an able 
klepto. She retrieves her loss, but is followed home by Harriet; murder and arson accelerate 
the strange circumstances until finally Marianne becomes aware of a presence more dangerous 
than the witless woman..... Small town (Connecticut) touches subdue the unnatural- to 
sometimes unreal elements here. (LC:57-8203) 











Carleton, Marjorie Morrow 
THE NIGHT OF THE GOOD CHILDREN $2.95 







Fingel, a hunted man after a kidnapping, who is broke and has broken with the 
underworld, contemplates a second snatch and his two year old target is in the hands of 

16 year old Sally Gould, and two friends. A broken gas main forces Sally- and her charge- 

out of the house and into Fingel's hands and there is a frenzied alert and pursuit before 

the long night ends... The small town setting and likeable, level teen-agers help- but ®@ 
it's still a little tremulous. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $. 25) 
Haycox, Ernest - THE WILD BUNCH Keller, Reamer - MATING MANUAL (Original ) 
(Each $. 35) 
Baron, Alexander- THE GOLDEN PRINCESS Schulberg, Budd - WHAT MAKES SAMMY RUN? 
Haycox, Ernest - LONG STORM Stout, Rex- BEFORE MIDNIGHT: THREE WITNESSES: 
Moore, Pamela- CHOCOLATES FOR BREAKFAST TRIPLE JEOPARDY 
Wilder, Robert - FLAMINGO ROAD 
(3 50) = Cronin, A. J. - A THING OF BEAUTY 


DELL PUBLISHING 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 

Ferber, Richard - THE OUTCAST (ls+ Ed. ) Ambler, Eric- A COFFIN FOR DIMITRIOS (Great 
Haycox, Ernest- MAN IN THE SADDLE Mystery Library ) 
Kane, Henry- DEATH FOR SALE (lst Ed.) “ Boltar, Russel - BY APPOINTMENT ONLY (lst Ed.) 
Moseley, Dana - DEAD OF SUMMER Danielsson, Bengt- LOVE IN THE SOUTH SEAS . 


Raine, W. MacL.- TO RIDE THE RIVER WITH, Phillips, Thomas Hal- THE LOVED AND THE UNLOVED 


DOUBLEDAY - ANCHOR for July 3 


(Fach $. 95) (Each $1.25) 
Conrad, Joseph - VICTORY Neale, J. E. - QUEEN ELIZABETH I 
Handlin, Oscar- RACE AND NATIONALITY IN Stendhal - ON LOVE 
AMERICAN LIFE 
Russell, Bertrand - MYSTICISM & LOGIC 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor (‘tach $.50) 


Hoyle, Fred - FRONTIERS OF ASTRONOMY Ussher, Arland - THREE GREAT IRISHMEN 
Signet (Each $.25 *NAL Original) 


*Gant, Matthew - THE MANHUNTER Simenon, Georges - THE HITCHHIKER 
Roy, Jules - THE UNFAITHFUL WIFE Webb, Jack - THE BAD BLONDE 
Hach $.35) 

Asimov, Isaac - THE MARTIAN WAY Brinkley, William- THE DELIVERANCE OF SISTER 

CECILIA 
POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 
Christie, Agatha - EASY TO KILL Elston, Allan V.- THE WYOMING BUBBLE 
Eddy, Roger- THE BULLS AND THE BEES Gardner, E.S.-THE CASE OF THE GREEN-EYED SISTER 


RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT - Fourth Series 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Barrett, William E. - THE SUDDEN STRANGERS Freeman, Lucy - FIGHT AGAINST FEARS 
Martin, Pete - WILL ACTING SPOIL MARILYN MONROE? 


Permabocks 


Arnold, Oren- THE WILD WEST JOKE BOOK Judah, Charles B. - CHRISTOPHER HUMBLE - 
($.25) GENTLEMAN ROGUE ($.35) 

Depew, Wally - BREAKAWAY ($.35) Kuttner, Henry- MURDER OF A MISTRESS(Orig.-$.35) 

Slaughter, Frank G. - THE SCARLET CORD ($.35) 


-h00- REPRINTS for July - continued June 1, 1957 
POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Dee, Roger - LET THE SKY FALL Kramer & Karr - TEEN-AGE GANGS 
Dratler, Jay J. - DOCTOR PARADISE . Shulman, Irving - CALIBRE , 


Eagle Books 


’ Ballard, Todhunter- TRAIL TOWN MARSHAL ’Fain, William - IN SEARCH OF LOVE 


Giants (Each $.35) 


Patai, Irene - THE VALLEY OF GOD _ Raine, W. MacL. - ON THE DODGE 
Payne, Robert - A HOUSE IN PEKING Stearn, Jess - SISTERS OF THE NIGHT 
ee «- FF 2.743 8 @ 
One Dark Horse 
August 14 
Mowat, Farley Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE DOG WHO WOULDN'T BE $3.95 


#* ..... is Mutt who was "immutably resolved that there was no future in being 
a dog" but who never made the mistake of trying to become human. His highly individual 
quirks - along with the immovable personalities of the Mowat household - pile up some 
near hysteria, neo-classic boy-cum-dog versus world situations. This is a dog with a 
mature outlook, resolution, dignity; a dog who is sulky, vocal, complaining, long suf- 
fering; a dog who must have left his mark on Saskatoon, Sask., Canada, in the early 
'30's. Perverse fate was his pursuer whether it was in his becoming a hunting dog 
(from failure he developed a special genius), or riding in Eardlie, the model T Ford, 
or in coping with Father, a librarian who was a landlocked sailor, or in holding to 
his policies of non-violence in a new community and learning to walk fences, climb 
trees and ladders,or in existing with other animals - cats, dogs, skunks and especially 
the horned owl, or even in fishing for crawfish and frogs.... This takes care of - 
most competently and cajolingly - a life with plenty of elbow room which is also en- 
dowed with humor, plentiful and warm. Good boy! (LC: 57-9321) 


And One Name - Two Books to Reckon With 


Louis Fischer has established himself as an authoritative voice on Russia and now in 

RUSSIA REVISITED (Doubleday) gives us more than the title suggests; Andre Maurois has 
written a persuasive and thoroughly readable HISTORY OF FRANCE (Farrar, Straus) which 
Should sell better than average on his name. See pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
June 24 


Agar, Herbert Chicago Univ. 
THE PRICE OF POWER: America since 1945 $3.50 


Agar claims that the price of power was evident from the time that the first 
atomic bomb was dropped in New Mexico. This event, of necessity, marked the end of 
America's tradition of isolation and demonstrated irrevocably her interdependent and 
international role for the future. The threat of totalitarian aggression, America's 
justification for a position of leadership, was implicit at Yalta and manifest at Pots- 
dam where the issue of Poland, an old and delicate question, was settled to the satis- 
faction of Russia and the disillusionment of the West. After England withdrew her 
military aid from Greece the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan were conceived and 
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finally effectuated by Senator Vandenberg. These events plus the Chinese Communist 
Revolution and the Hiss case became confused in the mind of that demagogue, McCarthy, 
who fed fuel to the fire by creating a myth about domestic conspiracy, who intimi- 
dated Congress and became a source of perpetual embarrassment to the country. That 
he was momentarily successful is an indication of the uncoordinated and undefined 
policies of the Truman Administration. Eisenhower's first and second elections re- 
flect a reaction to the bungling in Korea, the MacArthur scandal and support a firm, 
and conscious reevaluation of our foreign policy. "Will Eisenhower be able to meet 
the responsibilities of our new role?" is today's most pressing question. Mr. 
Agar's fine journalistic style applied to sound and humane reasoning will not dis- 
appoint some readers of his other books, The People's Choice and A Time for. Great- 
ness, though his point of view may come as a surprise to others. Supplementary 
bibliography and chronology. (LC: 57-8575) 


ae Be lee 
fr +} 
St. Martin's Press - 
DRUGS AND THE MIND $h .50 


de Ropp, Robert S. 


A popular pharmacopoeia describes the various drugs, old and new, which 
influence our responses, their use and misuse, their immediate and ultimate physi- 
cal effects, and the evils they engender- whether insanity, inebriation or enslave- 
ment. Some of the early experimentalists- Marco Polo- Baudelaire- De Quincy- have 
left records of the strange worlds created by mescaline and opium; and the known 
effects of many other drugs- cocaine, marihuana, the barbiturates and benzedrine, 
alcohol and coffee and tea are described. Mental illness, the various therapies 
and particularly the newer tranquilizers are all part of the explanation and 
evaluation, and it's a reliable introduction to the properties these drugs con- 
tain, the problems they create. The new consumer public may find it cautionary 
as well. 

Late June 


Stern, Frederick Martin St. Martin's Press 
THE CITIZEN ARMY $5.95 


A "new citizen" of the USA, Frederick Martin Stern still has the zest for 
convincing the recalcitrant of the belief to which he has been converted. Last time 
(in 1951) it was evident in his Capitalism in America (Rinehart). Now it is an 
impassioned defense of the citizen- as opposed to the professional- army. This is 
an extensive survey, an historical analysis of citizen vs professional armies in 
France, Germany, Great Britain, the United States and Switzerlam, - particularly 
Switzerland for whose citizen army he has the profoundest admiration. The study 
goes back several hundred years- and forward to universal military training as a 
priceless asset of democracy. He sees "vigilance as the price of liberty" - and 
fears the ascendancy of the professional army as a threat to liberty. The citizen 
must be in control. To this thesis he lends almost religious fervor in a book 
which should- but probably won't- have: much influence on our current military thinking. 


July 1 


Kraus, Richard McGraw-Hill 
PLAY ACTIVITIES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS: $6.00 


A Guide for Teachers, Parents and Recreation Leaders 


Of interest primarily to the professional educational leader or recreational 
director, concerning play activities for children in groups and the creative develop- 
ment of the child as a person, this book has been written by Richard Kraus, associate 
professor, department of Health Education, Physical Education and Recreation, Columbia 
University. Based on sound educational philosophy with a concept of the child as a 
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whole person, the book gives practical suggestions on better group leadership, and in- 
structions for games of chase, relays, ball games, stunts, party games and mixers, 
quizzes and puzzles. The author discusses briefly hobby activities, play at home 
and at camp and suitable activities for the physically handicapped. The sections de- 
voted to creative activities are very enlightening. The approach to arts and crafts 
activities fosters non-dictated, entirely spontaneous expression in the John Dewey 
and Viktor Lowenfeld tradition, while the tips on motivation for forms of dramatic 
play should be of interest to many classroom teachers and youth leaders. Play ac- 
tivities for the whole family are briefly covered, as well as a cursory coverage of 
nature study, homemaking, gardening and pet care. The author stresses the necessity 
for education toward constructive use of leisure time. Comprehensive treatment by a 
competent authority, which complements but rarely overlaps the Hartley-Goldenson 
Children's Play (see P. 172) the audience of which would be largely mothers. 
(LC: 57-7236) 

July 12 


Northrup, Eric Coward-McCann 
SCIENCE LOOKS AT SMOKING $3.00 


A cool answer to the hot cigarette-lung cancer controversy examines all the 
laboratory evidence to date- and finds it wanting; and Dr. Greene of Yale University's 
Department of Pathology, who has spent years of experimentation in this field, adds an 
introduction and substantiation. Northrup, who analyzes all the charges and claims 
relating cancer and coronaries to cigarettes, also gives the physiological facts in 
both diseases, shows that there is far more documentation linking environment- and air 
pollution- to lung cancer, and offers a convincing rebuttal to the prevalent tobacco 
hypochondria. How much to smoke is of course still a variable, but for the many who 
find it a pleasure and a release from tension- this will help them to relax as they 
light up. (LC: 56-7424) 

July 15 


Seth, Ronald Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
SECRET SERVANTS: A HISTORY OF JAPANESE ESPIONAGE $4.00 


From accredited sources, many of them Japanese documents recently made avail- 
able, this integrates the story of Japanese espionage, a talent native to this people, 
along with the techniques and tactics used over the last hundred years. Based on the 
system inaugurated in Germany by Wilhelm Stieber, Bismarck's great spymaster who de- 
veloped a secret police force which operated on an international as well as national 
basis, Japan also added the patriotic society as a means, sex as a weapon. With world 
domination in view, their greatest success was at Port Arthur in 1904; later, under 
Doihara, called the Lawrence of Manchuria, they achieved infiltration there; and with 
the '30's, began their assault against the Americas- achieved largely through the flux 
of fishing boats. Pearl Harbor, of course, caps and writes a temporary conclusion to 


this history.... A calm handling of material which could be open to sensationalism- 
and a popular overall. 


Fleming, Peter Simon & Schuste 
OPERATION SEA LION i Zo $500 


With Arthur Bryant's The Turn of the Tide (see report P. 318) as June Book of 
the Month, and this book the mid-summer selection, the American reading public is having 
a double exposure on the early period of the Second World War in England. This traces 
in thorough fashion the projected invasion of England in 1940- the German preparations 
and the British countermeasures. Militarily angled the book seems not destined for a 
general market, but once past the opening chapters, with minute examination of the 
directives involved, the plans on both sides the Channel explored, Fleming proceeds 
to give an immensely interesting impression of the attitude of mind of the British 
public during those crucial months. Further, he explores the German attitudes, 
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Hitler's strange ambivalence- a "mirage" as Fleming terms it, and his retreat from 
definite participation in preparation for what might well have changed the course 

of history. Exceedingly significant, too, is the study of the processes of wishful 
thinking, the expansion of hearsay into fact, the rumors and spy scares, the seizing 
of scraps of evidence to indicate false conclusions - this both in England and Ger- 
many. The final chapters attempts some conjectures as to what might have happened 
had the plans, far reaching as they were, been brought to completion, if invasion 
had been effected, if the erratic preparations for occupation been completed. As 

it stands, Operation Sea Lion brought England- in preparation- to her highest peak 
of concentrated determination to hold on to victory. (LC: 57-7936) 


July 22 


Kurtz, Harold. Knopf 
THE TRIAL OF MARSHAL NEY 


The title undermines the temporal and factual scope of this account in 
which the reader is invited to witness not only the trial but the whole military 
career of Marshal Ney, the Prince of Moskowa, including his alliance with Napoleon, 
his support of the House. of Bourbon and his subsequent defection to Napoleon on the 
eve of battle. Events, treaties, wars, are elaborately reported. As for the trial, 
the author agrees with Ney's own testimony...that his action was one of passion, 
impetuously conceived, though Mr. Kurtz does admit that antecedent grievances 
against Louis XVIII's new Army policy, the emigres, the treatment of his wife in 
court, had been festering. The tragedy of the trial is that it became a focus for 
the enactment of the Second Treaty of Paris which stipulated punishment to those 
with whose help Napoleon recaptured the throne of France in March, 1815 (though 
all evidence pointed to contrary). Here is a military milieu reported in toto 
with an excess of facts and omission of personality portraits. Marshal Ney and 
his contemporaries never come alive and the few attempts are feeble - Ney is 
described as unambitious and modest and later charged with opportunism. Never- 
theless, the descriptive features are noteworthy. A select market of fact lovers, 
lawyers, and tacticians. Illustrated with photographs of paintings, engravings 
and prints. 

July 25 . 


Evans, I. 0., F. R. G. S. Rinehart 
JULES VERNE: Master of Science Fiction $3.00 


A tidy and encouraging introduction gives a worthwhile preliminary survey 
of Verne's life and works, brings out the individual characteristics that differen- 
tiate him from Wells, and others, follows his interests and their projection in his 
books, and is an excellent preparation for the excerpts which are given from 15 books. 
Editorial placing and description precede the high spots chosen from Five Weeks ina 
Balloon, The Floating Island, The Steam House, Hector. Servadac, The Secret of the 
Island, Round the Moon, @8 well as the more familiar works. The selections are ample 
enough to show Verne's imaginative qualities, science-fiction attributes, his ability 
to create excitement and adventure, and the originality that still keep his name 
alive - if only as a forerunner. As a curiosity or as enlightenment, this should 
have an appeal for the investigator. 


wayst Qua ge it 
Berger, Joseph & Dorothy-/ds. [ Simon & Schuster 





DIARY OF AMERICA ee Le 


"The Story of the Nation from the Day-to-Day Personal Records of Those Who 
Lived It" has been a tremendous task of selection from the "picnic-basket litter" of 
Many, many journals. Even so, close to 100 diarists are included in what is still a 
fairly massive anthology of Americana and it is through this informal form of record, 
spontaneous as it is contemporaneous, that "the heartbeat" of a people is more 
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directly felt. From Christopher Columbus to the present day, the inclusions record 
not only the main historic events- but also life as it was glimpsed and lived on the 
farms, in the cities, and by all manner of men and women. Hamilton, Washington, John 
Adams, Fanny Kemble, Thoreau and the Alcotts, Whitman and Greeley, Heywood Broun and 
Will Rogers and Simone de Beauvoir are among the more well-known recorders- and the 
editors have placed and pointed up the various writers and the phase or period they 
reflect. It offers a volume for occasional reading and reference. (LC: 57-10976) 


August 1 


Davis, Kenneth S. Doubleday 
A PROPHET IN HIS OWN COUNTRY $5 .00 


* Subtitled "The Triumphs and Defeats of Adlai E. Stevenson” - this is actually 
a full-scaled biography - and a very good one. While in the main dispassionate and ob- 
jective, Davis actually reveals himself as a staunch believer in Stevenson as one of the 
great political figures of our national history, and through a close analysis of his 
temperament and achievements, his capacities and his shortcomings, carries the reader 
along to conviction that in not electing him to our highest post, we have cheated the 
country of a man destined by heritage, intellectual equipment, training, experience and 
vision to fill that post supremely well. His heritage makes him "all-American"; his 
grasp of the substance and the dream is evidenced at each progressive step of growth 
and development; his genius in compassing each post, political and otherwise to which 
fate has called him, bears witness of his ability beyond each role; the way in which he 
has maintained his unimpeachable integrity, in which he has proved his gift for selecting 
the right men with whom to work, and his never failing to see beyond the moment to the 
ultimate goal - all add up to a man of great stature. Stevenson, says his biographer, 
is essentially "a historical person" ... "an idealist"; Eisenhower is essentially "a- 
historical".."a pragmatist". He sees the 1956 defeat of Stevenson, realistically, anal- 
yzing the factors responsible, among which the deliberate blurring of his image- the 
image established in 1952- in large part responsible; but the combination of outside 
_ circumstances proving unbeatable at a moment when security seemed to lie in the status 
quo.... Whether the market is concerned at this moment about a biography of a defeated 
candidate is a question. This should be presented rather as a biography of a great 
American. (LC: 57-5784) 


Fischer, Louis Doubleday 
RUSSIA REVISITED 1,00 $450 


* This book falls into two sections:- Return to Russia and Trouble in the Sat- 
ellites. Viewed from these two angles, the book is of greater importance than the title 
would seem to indicate. Fischer has written in Part I a personal record of his return, 
his reappraisal of the conditions as he viewed them, following de-Stalinization, his 
recognition of the immense changes in release from surveillance, fear, control - and of 
the minimum changes in economic levels, standard of living, blossoming of the arts. While 
release from fear of arrest, deportation, death is a step forward, there is still the 
menace of shackled minds, controlled expression of ideas, paucity of creative expression, 
ignorance of the facts of life in Russia and outside. He talked freely with old friends 
and new- with taxi drivers, hotel clerks, chance acquaintances. This was new... He sees 
de-Stalinization as a boon to upper classes and leaders; but he sees the economic and 
political edifice intact and reinforced...To me the most exciting part of the book was 
Part 2- in which he explores, as a journalist, rather than in personal terms, what is 
happening in the satellites:- the laggards,- Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Bulgaria and 
Albania; and the aggressive independents, Jugoslavia, Poland, Hungary. What is behind 
what is happening informs one on the background of the seeds and fruits of rebellion, 
and gives one hope that indeed the Moscow monolith is split. He ventures to prophesy 
tomorrow's moves:- the failure on Russia's part to hold the satellites by silent sub- 
jugation, by winning popular assent; the probable effort to sell something for nothing 
to the western powers in exchanging retirement of armed forces for disruption of NATO. 
Only- says he- in union, can the Western powers defeat her. This book posts its warning. 
(LC: 57-9503) 
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August 2 







































Brou, Major Willy-Charles Crowell 
COMBAT BENEATH THE SEA $3.95 


This lines up the specialized underwater projects of World War II, from the 
human torpedoes and frogmen on to the pocket subs and demolition teams. It begins 
with Tesei and Toschi's invention, in 1935, of a dwarf submersible, manned by two men, 
which was never used by the Italians in the Abyssinian war but which in 1940 was re- 
activated and organized into the MAS flotilla with strenuous training programs whose 
targets were found in waters off Alexandria, Algeciras Roads and elsewhere. It took 
13 months before successful hits were chalked up against the British Navy and mer- 
chant shipping and then came workable experimentation with high explosives and swim- 
mers. The British exploits off Norway, the Dieppe and Normandy landings, operations 
in the Pacific, commando frogmen and reconnaissance groups stem from these earlier 
Italian activities and the account ends with the German attempts to blow up the 
bridges over the Rhine and other rivers against American advance, and the human 
sacrifices among the Japanese. A thoroughly filled in report, this extends the li- 
brary on maritime warfare for the interested. 16 pages of photographs. (LC:57-10109) 


Caidin, Martin Dutton 
VANGUARD! $3.95 


The first man-made satellite- to be launched next year in Florida- is now 
at varying stages of design, testing, manufacture, assemblage. What are the consti- 
tuent parts? How do they function together? What mechanical failures are to be 
anticipated? How, imaginatively, will the take-off occur on the great day? What 
is the history of the satellite's development? What information do scientists seek 
from the “peace-head" of instruments racing five miles a second around the earth? 
Caidin has done all that a top scientific reporter can do to propound and answer 
these questions. He is as lucid and intense and questioning as the occasion demands, 
and sustains the same high technical standards of his Worlds in Space and Rockets 
and Missiles. There will be illustrations. (LC: 57-8959) 


August 5 


Maurois, Andre Farrar, Straus 
A HISTORY OF FRANCE $7.50 


Heroically, Maurois' newly-supplemented narrative carries the history of 
France from primal cave-man to the political cave-man of 1956. Because so thickly 
jammed together, the facts somehow brace each other up. The countless missing con- 
nections, the unavoidable superficialities are never felt; the history gives one a 
genuine sense of completeness, solidity, depth. How this comes about is a mystery- 
but the meaningful, illumining patterns of course spring from Maurois' unique gift. 
He has a capacity for utilizing each event, each issue and personality, to presage 
and add pertinence to all that follows. Everything serves a double or multiple pur- 
pose in the history's gradual development. Imperceptible, Maurois builds these "by- 
products" into huge patterns. Seldom does he comment or hypothecate, but he is al- 
ways industriously singling out information that can work to later advantage, and 
then combining these pieces of information. Of insight, judgment, overmastering 
idea, Maurois demonstrates little- but it is the novelist's and not the historian's 
faculty which saves him. (LC: 57-10003) 


Leaser, James & Random House 
Burt, Kendall THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY $3.95 


eeeee was Oberleutnant Franz von Werra, a Messerschmitt pilot, also (so he 
claimed) a Baron, and a very Munchausenesque character with a bogus charm. Shot down 
in Britain, von Werra was interrogated at great length but to not great effect by the 
British whom he underestimated, and was sent to a camp in the Lake District where he 
worked on a solo escape and was promptly recaptured. In a second camp, he tunnelled 
his way out with a team and taking the alias of a flying Dutchman, bluffed his way 
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ferred to Canada, he jumped the train there, crossed the border to the U.S.A., enjoyed 
tremendous press publicity, and finally returned to Germany to die- on a patrol flight... 
A sporting story of a rogue who reverses what has been to date- in book form- a one way 
traffic in escape experiences, the market should not be too confined. Von Werra, along 
with his impossible egotism, has a certain verve. (LC: 57-6462) 


August 7 


Clarke, Arthur C. Harper 
THE MAKING OF A MOON $3.50 


Comparing Clarke's version of the satellite a-making to Caiden's version 
(Vanguard! page 405) the differences are substantial enough to warrant the reading of 
both. Clarke plays down the details of the Florida launching site, the mechanics of 
constructing the satellite. He tends not to dramatize, his language is conceptual 
_rather than visual. However he does play up the history of man-made moon thinking, 
the scientific problems it raises and answers and promises, the potentialities of 
space conquest in general. For Clarke, project Vanguard is a matter of theory. The 
facts he covers are superficially close to Caidin's selection, but the approach and 
emphasis are unrecognizably altered in the direction of seriousness, analysis and 
inquiry. (LC: 57-8187) 


August 8 


Putnam, Peter Harcourt, Brace 
CAST OFF THE DARKNESS $3.95 


"Keep Your. Head Up, Mr. Putnam" (Harper, 1952) was the account of the author's 
experiences at The Seeing Eye and with his guide dog, Minnie, following blindness caused 
by an “accident". This is the amplified examination of that "accident" which is here 
disclosed as a suicide attempt:- the reasons for it and the metamorphosis that occurred 
during his convalescence which brought him from utter negation to a fighting affirmation 
of his “newfound love for life”. From rejection of the idea of blindness to tolerance 
for and acceptance of it, from impatience to discipline and training, this records his 
response and the turning points of the early months, follows his recognition too of the 
tools avilable - guide dog, Braille, talking books - for his return to Princeton to 
complete his college course, and explores the world without eyes he came to know. 
Durinda, whom he married, his work for his M.A. and Ph.D., skiing, teaching and wri- 
ting and the birth of his children all add to the sum of his life to date and present 
a picture of handicaps surmounted and challenges faced in honest and open reporting 
which should prove helpful, inspiring for others, afflicted or no. (LC: 57-10061) 


August 12 


Geld, Ellen Bromfield Dodd, Mead 
STRANGERS IN THE VALLEY $4.00 


Bromfield's next to last book, From My Experience (1955) introduced his read- 
ers to the Brazilian experiment of which his daughter writes glowingly here. Where the 
Bromfield book is uneven and largely technical and scientific, this story about the re- 
habilitation of a dying Brazilian fazenda is rich with the love of the earth, of grow- 
ing things, of an intimate relation with nature. With her husband, Ellen Bromfield 
replicated the Malabar Farm project in the wilds of the Atibaica Valley in Brazil. The 
experience was a unique challenge. Aided by scores of Italians, Brazilians and Indians, 
the ambitious couple convert an eroded, uncivilized area to a productive happy community. 
Their progress is recorded along with warm anecdotes about the workers, the timid neigh- 
bors, the trilingual children and the competent managers. There is a contagious admir- 
ation for the plush and fertile beauty of earth and labor which may arouse the Louis 
Bromfield market. (LC: 57-10164) 


through to the aerodrome and was within five minutes of flying his way to freedom. Trans- 











June 1, 1957 Non-fiction -407- 





August 12 


Cottrell, Leonard Rinehart 
LOST CITIES $4.50 


Written with a view to entertain, this book is neither technical nor theo- 
retically abstruse. Comparing the growth, development and decline of such varied 
cultures as those of Sumeria, Assyria, the Hittite Empire, the Indus Valley, Ceylon 
and America, the author notes their similarities. In each case the society, its 
economic and religious institutions, was based on agriculture, organized by a strong 
centralized power. This power was often synonymous with the priesthood, an educated, 
authoritative body. The "level" of religion, ventures Mr. Cottrell, has no connec- 
tion with the level of civilization; barbarism is not peculiar to pagans. In a highly 
readable and interesting manner the ambitions and explorations of archeologists from 
the 1840's on up are recounted along with recapitulations of ancient historical 
records - Pliny, Strabo and others. Botto, Layard, Koldeway, Knox, Winckler, Hiram 
Bingham are some who participated in the unearthing of lost cities - Pompeii, Her- 
culaneum, Chichen Itza, Palmyra, Nineveh. The contents overlap in large part Hermann 
and George Schreiber's Vanished Cities (to be reported p.408), but the style here is 
much more lively without sacrifice of the information. (LC: 57-9627) 


August 14 


Meade, Robert Douthat Lippincott 
PATRICK HENRY: Patriot in the Making $7 .50 


As a conscientious, comprehensive life history this is the first of two vol- 
umes and fills in the early life of its subject from many supplementary sources, - 
Henry's account books, unpublished material, contemporary accounts, etc., for a full 
length picture which is also thoroughly instructed on the times and tempers of 18th 
century America and the colony of Virginia. This volume goes to 1775 and the coming 
of war and begins its researches in Henry's family tree for the qualities that had 
a noteworthy part in his development; it examines the contributions of his boyhood 
days; it brings to light the results of his failures in storekeeping and farming as 
a foundation for his career as a lawyer who understood the problems and dissatisfac- 
tions of the people. The "Parson's Cause", which brought him his first acclaim, 
grew from a case to a cause when he went on to champion colonial rights, religious 
liberty and freedom from tyranny- of the King, the Church and Parliament. Elected 
to the house of burgesses, his resolutions on the Stamp Act inflamed public opinion; 
he was heard at the Continental Congress in Philadelphia and Virginia and his bold 
eloquence swayed and sparked men among the colonies. His personal life is part of 
the story - his first marriage, many children, types of living, and his wife's in- 
sanity - anc criticism from earlier writers- is argued through logical deductions 
from many sources. Painstaking and meticulous, amply annotated and referenced, 
this should prove a key work to Henry's life and a valuable study. Illustrated. 


(LC: 57-9501) Sept” ¢y 


Bjerre, Jens Morrow 


THE LAST CANNIBALS $4.50 


With an imaginative and indefatigable young Danish explorer, the reader ex- 
plores the virtually unknown territory of Australia's aborigines and the jungles of 
New Guinea where fighting supplies the reason for being and cannibalism is still ex- 
tant. Armed with a camera and a sound recorder- guided by mission-trained natives, 
sometimes suspect with their own tribes, Jens Bierre sought to experience, as closely 
as possible for a white-skinned European, the life of the primitive tribes- and shares 
with the reader the sense of discovery, of gradual understanding of the emotional 
reactions, the manner of living, the rites and ceremonies, the superstitions and 
cults, the magic rituals and myths, the distortions of thinking about white men's 
conceptions, the survivals on the border of modernity. The 76 photographs (oddly 
placed in relation to the text) help orient one, but the value of the book lies in 
the vivid text. Not great travel writing- but a craftsmanlike blend of shared ex- 
perience and thoughtful interpretation. 
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Schreiber, Hermann and George Knopf 
VANISHED CITIES $5.75 


Through legends, the Bible, philosophers' stories we hear about ancient and 
now non-existent cities. Some were centers of trading and commerce; others claimed 
priorities on vice and sin. Through active volcanoes or unwieldy waters these cities 
were destroyed leaving exiguous records for posterity. Primary evidence has become a 
locus for the speculations of historians, archeologists and students of Higher Criti- 
cism. Collecting the myths and their contemporary interpretations the authors re- 
explore vanished vistas without adding anything new to the literature. Unholy cities- 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the sunken Breton city of Ys-carried within them the seeds of their 
own destruction; the postulations of Pastor Spanuth about the location of Atlantis, 
Plato's fable of that city; lost cities in Africa, Mycenae and Persia; the cities of 
Jenghis Khan - these descriptive, rather dry, reports are culled from such ancients 
as Homer and Strabo, Plato and Aristotle and their modern counterparts and include 
discussions about coinage, gold, sexual ceremonies, and language. Try the uncommer- 
meena oo periphery of the Dead Sea Scroll market. Chronological table. 

LC: 57-7550 


Stevens, Wallace Knopf 
OPUS POSTHUMOUS $6.75 


In the realm of belles-lettres and poetry, as well as American literary his- 
tory, this is an important book. Over and above about one hundred poems, many of them 
published for the first time and some exceptionally fine, it also contains three plays, 
a collection of aphorisms, and a number of prose essays. Not to be overlooked is the 
very penetrating and sensitive introduction by Samuel French Morse, a friend of the 
poet. Mr. Morse makes clear that in all his works Stevens' poems were "about poetry". 
He liked to speculate upon "the theory of poetry in relation to what poetry has been 
and in relation to what it ought to be". ‘This preoccupation is perhaps the root of 
the abstract- almost mathematical- quality in Stevens. He was a man of his epoch, 
living in a God-less and unbelieving, rationalist world. Poetry filled this gap for 
him and he said finely “the import of poetry is the import of the spirit". And this 
belief is what gives Stevens' poetry its measure of greatness..... This book is par- 
ticularly rich material for the future interpreter of Stevens' life and his work. 

And Mr. Morse promises that there is still more material on which to draw. What is 
here presented helps immensely in an appreciation of his stature and importance. 
(LC: 57-7548) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


818 Jhabvala, R. Prawer- THE NATURE OF PASSION- from indefinite to published (Norton) 
234 Hardy, Ronald- KAMPONG- postponed indefinitely (Doubleday) 
244 Ward, Barbara- THE INTERPLAY OF EAST AND WEST- from 5/6 to 6/14 (Norton) 
338 Hornblow, Leonora- THE LOVE SEEKERS- definite date 7/8. Price is $3.75 
(Random House ) 
357 Robertson, Constance- GO AND CATCH A FALLING STAR- definite date 7/20 
(Random House ) 
357 Shaw, Irwin- TIP ON A DEAD JOCKEY- definite date 7/5. Price from $3.95 to 
$3.75 (Random House) 
359 Millar, Margaret- AN AIR THAT KILLS- definite date 7/9 (Random House) 
365 Holroyd, Stuart- EMERGENCE FROM CHAOS- price is $3.50 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
395 Hecht, Ben- CHARLIE- price from $4.50 to $3.95 (Harper) 
Gallun, Raymond Z.- PEOPLE MUNUS X- Correct LC: 56-9925 (Simon & Schuster ) 


















